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Spotlight on Argentina
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THE WORLD MAY SOON
TASTE PAMPAS BEEF. ..

eef, to Argentines, (s as sacred a3 tango and

Eva Perfin. Whether skewered over an open
pit in the coontryside or gerved up in Buenos
Aires restaurants, grilled mea: stars at nearly
avery occasion: Argentines eat an [mpressive 56
kilog per capita a year. But d:;r:'la haing practi-
eally cholesterel free and a product of the natur-

al pasture of the pampas, Argentine beéef haa
been shut out of two-thirds of warld markets
because of problems with foot-and-moath dis-
ease, That {5 untll now. Fuor the first time in
more than 60 years, the savory meal Is
about to be served up in the U.8.—and
the rest of the world mey follow

After a saven-year, §600 million eam-
paign to wipe cut foot-and-mouth, Ar-
genting wis declared free of the allment at
the end of May, But even more Inmportant
is a long-awaited U.S. dedsion to follow
through on a promised 20.000-ton guota of
fresh besf firet allottad to Argenting in 1994
under the General Agreement on Tariffs &
Trade, With the quata expected to be clearwd by
August, Argentines are betting the U.& green
light will oper the door to the lucrative Asian
market. “This is the beginning of 8 new ers,”
says Terry Moché, president of the Axgentine
Meat Industry Assn. “For the first tune, we will
have sooess to almost every market fn the world."

At present, Argentina aceounta for just 10% of
iluhll beef exports, worth 312 billion last year

or years, the disease problem meant A.ng::tml
could only export canned and processed beef to
the U.S. Now that it can export more profitable
cuts of fresh beef, which Europe has been eating
for years, the Argentines expect to quickly fll the
20,000-ton queka and to be given part of
Augtrulis and New Z ‘s hoge BR0000-tom |
U.S. quota as well. !
The real prise, however, is Asia. Argentina |
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cuts will be selling ir. Korea and Japan wit
months., He figures Argentina can eventoally
sntre 2090 of skipments to Asia, which are ex-
pected to tnple, to 28 million tons, by 2006,
pEGGMMG. The new markets will bring a badly
needed boozt to en industry in decline for 20
years. Many Argentine cattle breeders are an
the verge of bankrupicy. Facng mttle prices thal
sre lower, in real terms, than average prices over
the last 80 yesrs, mnchers have reached a “criti-
cal point,” says Arttre Llavaflal, cwner of 2,000
head in the provinee of Buenon Alres

The brooders have begged the govern-
ment for bettar credit, incentives, and tran
ing=—=:o no avell So they re pinning hopes
on the export market. "Argentina has
guod genstics and fanming technlques. Adl
the industry needs is s shot of Lgudity,
and access to the U, 3, market «fll give it
*hat kick,” save Nicholas Walker, marke:-
ing director for Canadian import-export
eompany Honald A. Chisholm. [n Mzy, he
picked op & 500-idlo pampling of Argentine
meat. the first to arrive in North Aménca
sinee the 1230s, al the Toronto airport for a
promotional event. Meat lovers, get out your

steak kmives,

... AS BOOTLEGGERS
GET THE BOOT AT HOME

attract investment, the beel industry [s go-
ing to have to clean up ii= ast. Meal pacxkers
with high sanitary standards and certified for ex-
port have been cut cut of Argentina's huge do-
mestic meat market, unable to compéte agninst
the cut-rate prices offered by black-market oper-
ations that have bilked the government of some
2700 millien in unpaid taxes. The unfair competi-
tion has frightensd off Investors, making the sec-
tor one of the few not to receive mn influx of
foreign eapital fince Argenting undertook eco.
nomic reforms in the sarly 1990,

The governmaent is lsunching a multimillion-
dollar policing program complete with satellites,
computers, and traclding dogs to seck cut Hlegal
beel operations. “We will destroy them whare
wo fad them,"” saye thes head of the agriculture
heaith service, Lubs Osvaldo Bareos Nevertheless,
the government has fxiled to put any known of-
fenders behind bars. One former congrossinan
and aide to Pregident Carlos Menem, José Samid,
has yet to ba rms.em.ﬂ.ed despite evading an esti-

CrerTyar -
ship of some 27 meat-packing and breeding o
s Nows will Arcutine dnally ke e bul
by the horna?
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